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Okhotsk (143-18, 59-23) ¢n 10 Lugust 1943, having spent one night at Viadi-
.yostok en route, Immediately upon arrival in Ohkotsk the group were assigned
to work in Kuzderiske Plant in Fishing District 16,1 One hundred members of

this group returned to Chongjin in Decesber 1949, traveling via Korsakov
(formerly Odomari), Saihalin, where they were detained five days for investi-
gation, physical checks, and customs clearances.

Among the Korean lavorers whers 20 members of the North Korean Labor Party
and 70 nembers of the Youth Alliance. After their arrival in the USSR,
monthly Youth Alliance nmeetings were held, bub attendance was not compulsory.
Ten members of the group became members of the Cormunist Party during their
sojourn in the USSR, although no pressure Was exerted upon then to do so.
Most Comrmnist propaganda speeches to the Koreans were directed towards in-
creasing production and were without political import. '

During early August 1948, a Soviet ship with 7,000 Korean employees left
Chongjin for -an unknown destination. The vessel was detained ab llagadan
because of an epidemic, type unknown, among the Koreans. During 19L3, ap-
proxinately 200, 000 North EKorean laborers were shipped from Chongiin, Wonsan,
and Tlungriam to the USSR, mostly by ship via Vladivostok to Kamchatka.

There was no other Koreans in Kuzderiske than the laborers except for three
enployed in administrative work for the group, and the political officer of
the 16 District. This individual, named Andrei KL, had lived in Kazakhsbanj
he visited Kuzderiske in early December 1949 and made a speech to ithe Koreans
there, informing them that he would take care of all Korean nationals in the
avea. KIN also distributed a North Korean newspaper every ten days. There
wWas sup;:osed to be a Lorean political ofiicer in each of the 5k fishing dis-—
tricts.2 Two or three times a month, the Koreans were ordered to listen to
sperial broadcasts from Pyongyans.
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Horean voiikers ab Ukhobsk were permitted to geo into tovm aftor working hours,
and there was no curfev. It was not necessary for workers to have spocial
nasses or b show ideriiiication unless there was sone sorit of disturbarnce.
“heir assigmuent was to clean end pack fish. During the winter months. how-
avor, when the water lroze, bthey were sent to the mountains to cut wood 4o
wake bores Lor snipping the {ish. Some LO of them were sent to Transin-a
anout 50 miles north ol Ckhetsk, to work as "volunbeer®™ woodcutters. 7

6. the Koreans cach received as wages, before their departure from Korea, 1200
Horth Korean won,~ 50 kilograms of rice, one pair of shoes, arnd a military
aniform. ey were promised 306 rubles3 more upon the completion of eigch%
months! work., Upon theiv arrival in the USSR, however, 370 rubles was do-
ducted from their weges as payment for clothiny, and an additional 300 rubles
as vpayment for rice. OSince some ol the party had not enough rubles to make
such payments, they exbtended their service in the USSR, .hen dopartin~ after
a year @nd a half, the worker might have as much as 5,000 North Xoroan “won.

Kuzdericke is the main iant for the 16 TFishing Dist.ict and receives about

20 vessels a month in its harbor. These cralt, all Soviect, bring in vheat
flour, canned poods (occasionally of American mamufacture), and sugar, and

take out fish. Duriag the monlths from December to ilarch there is little traf-
fic, moptly of Soviet and Korean workers retuning to their home norts of
Vladivostok snd Chongjin. ’ B

by
gency

The population of Cikhebsk, in addition to the forean laborers ond the Loviet -
natives, incluces nany Tatars (shout four percmlt of the populstion). They
are =1l fisherncn and _own their own small craft. about two percent of the
population are Yedins®, who reveuble foreans. They are fishermen bub co not
own their own boats and in the winter cut firewcod and lurber in the nearby

®y

forests and bring it to the port on sleds. There are no lpnnols or Japanese
in the town.
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11. Until January 1949, rabtioning was enforced in Oklotsk, but after that date
- everything could be bought freely. l!leat, butter, and American and Canadian

canned zoods were very plentiful, but fresh fruit; medicines, and vegetables
were hard to obbtain, ishing nebswersimported from Dairen, salb, packed in
straw sacks, Lrom liorth Korea. There were many cheap cigarettes. Prices in
Boceniver 1949 were four rubles for a kilogram of wheat flour, eight rubles
for the best brand of cigarettes, three or four rubles for ordinary cigarettces,
and 300 rubles for a jacket and trousers. There was a black market which was
un AR Y HelBader2001 12705 Y CIACRDIFES D0S ROgEifob0 Spklac primarily in
neat, {isn, and milk. Prices ﬁﬂﬁﬁc‘ﬂy controlled by the government.



S5X1A
: . - Approved For Rel : CIA-RDP28:2-(00415M
o d e ‘pprove or eeaé&amei'

~  25X1A .
- “ Commenv: This is appevently in Ckhotsk, The name of the plant was
e Nen variously, in Tnglish, as Kakduriske, Kukderiske, and Xuzderinke.
: (Kuzderentski ish Collective),

o i Kuzd slki  Rybkolkhoz
Tt is probably Kugderentslki liyokol:
B o5x1aA ISP |
iy § 5 —_ngrmen;: 4 Soviet mep of Primorski Krai indicates the existence of
2o o districbs but no exact boundarids are shown,

numered Li&ing )
Comment: Horth Korean von in 1949 were aprroximately 1L to the ruble.

e Ts vas arbitrardly sct ab L to the US dollae, :

4: This anme is ivparently Source!s rexdition of Yoluli s @

30

Comment: This may be dlotei ("golden") District,
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‘ipwury ktems such As pelilres W pastry were available in plenty but only

|

throupgh government sales.

Tn Fishing District 13, American sugar was rationed. In April 1549, a Korean
fishing epployse who was standing in line to collect his ration, was stabbed
by a Soviet (no details civen). The Soviet was imprisoned. )

lagadan, a ten-day voyage by sea from Okhotsk, has .a naval base end an alr-
abyipe. DBatitleships, crulsers, and destyoyers were reported in the harbor.
Japanese Mis were kept in Lagadan, employed as dock workers, stevedores, and
in similar jobs. Those who were seen by travelers in the area appeared healbhe
4 and content. About 1,000 were observed, in platoons, each platoon guavded
by two Soviebs. Jbt was sboted in llagadan that meny Japanese war prisoners

were working in a coal mine about four miles northeast of the towm.

In December 1949, the Ckhotsk airstrip, about a mile north of Okholsk, was a
vastricted area. Planes observed on the field at that time included 30 twin-
engine planes, apparently heavy vombers, with plastic noses, nacelles pro-
truding slightly in the rear, and three-bladed propellers; a mail plane fron
Khabarovsk; and a number of seaplanes resembling Catalina PBYs. Seven og
eight of these last were secn daily. Over 60 emplacementsfor anti-aircraft
cuns located around the strip were built of concrete and covered with earth
and sod, but no guns had been installed and the emplacements were not guarded.
similar gun emplacements were visible all around Okholsk and along the road to
Amerikanka.

About 30 miles north of singa,’ there is a gold and platinum mining area which
was restricted, and which foreigners were not allowed to enter. On the basis

of the large quantities of foodstuil sent * there . by dogsled during the winter
months, it was estimated that the gold mine employed severai thousaad workers.
nesidents of this area were aliowed to visit other arcas freely.

Persommel identified in the Okhotsk area included:

a. Andrei KIU ({{T_ 0‘_4 £ 2M), a Soviet citizen of Korean origin, political
officor Fishing District 16; age about LO; married, with one son and one
dauchter; described as 5> fect 6 inches tall, slight build, big round eyes

dark complexion, and gold-filled teeths,

he ULl Pyong-ho (ﬁﬁ % /’% }. Korean interpreter for Fishing District 10; age
about 29; very tall, slender, and of athletic build, with ¢ long face and
a very dark complexions single; boxing champion; Korean nationality bub
looking like a Sovies.

c. MNikolai 1"‘e<:1~:>r,,'é3 Soviet, supervisor of Fishing District 165 age 35; married;
tall and fat, with a big nose and fair complexicni mustache.

d» KT¥ Kwan-ho (/§ /{% ,% ), North Korean werker at Chongjin, speaking fluent
Russian; age 21; shory, boyish looking, with soft skin and e sallow complex—
ions single.

The fishing plant in Fishing strict 35 was built by Japanese about 1935 and
still cuploys Japanese workers. Two Japanese nawmes appearing on ofiicial
documents were SHIBORORA and MITSUBICIL. The plant is a resbricted arca.

Soviet workers from Siberisa In Ckhotsk ctuld return home upon cermlotion of
pliciyr employmendt contracts wivhout special permission. The factory in which
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